
Aunty Ruth Hegarty 

Born in 1929 in Mitchell, Queensland, Aunty Ruth Hegarty an Aboriginal Elder and author has lived a 
very active and interesting life pursuing the things that mattered most to her, her family, her 
community and her stories. 

Her life began as a dormitory girl at the Cherbourg Aboriginal Settlement, and from these humble 
beginnings, Aunty Ruth, married local boy Joe Hegarty, and together their journey takes them from 
Cherbourg to Brisbane and through many trials and tribulations raising a large family, in a very 
different environment to what that had grown up with. 

Aunty Ruth a prolific writer, documents her life as a dormitory girl as a gift to her family so that they 
would understand what she endured during her most formative years.  The document was entered 
into the ‘David Unaipon Literary Award’ in 1998, and to Aunty Ruth’s astonishment was successful.    

This gave her the confidence to continue her writings with the following books to her credit: 

Sequel to “Ruthie”, “My Bittersweet Journey”, “Jack – The Life and Times of a Cherbourg Dormitory 
Boy”, “Suffer the Children” (her first fictional novel), and her children’s Books – “Pip and Pim”, 
“Junjardy”, “Creature of Dryden Gully” with 3 more in the development.  As a tribute to her mother,  
Aunty Ruth has also documented her life, titled  “From Buthalanche to Ruby Anne”  to be published in 
August 2021. 

Aunty Ruth has always been an active member of her community involved in establishing the Koobara 
Kindy and Nalingu Respite Centre, and for over 20 years ran school holiday camps under the Binambi 
Barambah Aboriginal Corporation banner.      

As a very confident speaker and writer Aunty Ruth receives many invitations.  As well as being member 
of the then government’s Indigenous Advisory Board, she was also a strong advocate for the “Apology 
and Reparations to the Stolen Wages” campaign. 

In addition to her many awards it was not a surprise that she received the Qld Greats Award in 2009 
in honour of her life and her public service. 

 

 

 

 


